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This Tip Sheet reflects code requirements of the 2015 International Residential Code (IRC)
with Washington State Amendments.

This guard diagram illustrates both open and solid guards.

Open stair handrail Open guard 4? Solid guard

See handrail Tip Sheet #2
for applicable handrail
information.
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OPEN RAILING TYPES
A: A sphere 6" in diameter cannot

pass through

B: A sphere 4" in diameter cannot
pass through

C: A sphere 4-3/8" in diameter
cannot pass through

Grade or floor level

greater than 30" above the

Guard required at heights
floor or grade.

Guard Elevation
R312

Note: Guards shall be structurally designed to comply with IRC Table R301.5.

GENERAL INFORMATION:

¢ ineginlen. of ihis lip Sheei is ‘¢ provide a general uncersianding of "he code recuirements cnd does gﬁyouunpt
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¢ Addtora informatier cen be obtained from you: local participating jurisdiction.
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